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Friends and People, 

My spirit has been deeply exercised concerning 
many, wlx) are come to feel something which ia good stirriBg 
and moving in their hearts, to bring them into tt serious con- 
sideration of their course of life, and of the true inward state 
of their iimnortal souls. And when they have aometimea 
begun to turn their minds to this good thing that stirred in 
thffln, many doubts and objections have arisen in them, lest 
they should be misled, deceived, or deluded; then they have 
beeti tempted to slight, and even to think evil of that which 
worlca in their owu hearts, in order to lead them out of sin 
and iniquity, and toim^ine it to be, what some have dared to 
denominate it, only a natural light ; a common gift of the 
Spirit, but not a saving gift ; conviction of a natural con- 
Boience ; or a work of the evil one to deprive the soul of its 
peace, SiC. 

And thus. Oh ! reader, when thou art brought to slight 
that good principle which strives with thee under some such 
name, thou gettest ease again for a little while, takest liberty 
to act against it, and to do and say that which this principle 
doth in secret condemn ; then it riseth again, breaks thy 
peace, and brings trouble and anguish upon thy soul; now 
arise doubts on the one band, and doubtings on the otbex, 
80 that thy poor soul is beset and encompassed with doubts, 
fears, and jealousies; sometimes thou fearest thou withstand- 
eat tbe truth to tby own destruction, and again aometimee 
fearest it is a delusion, and that thon art deceived ; besides, 
thou findest many learned and woridly*wise men that tell thee 
there is nothing good in thee ; here thou art in a very great 
strait, labourest under many sorrowful thoughts, many 
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doubtful disp^ationa arise in thy miiKi, the flesh now strongly 
vureth against that which comes to disturb it, and the Spirit 
agwist that which resists and rebek aguinst it ; these two are 
contrary, these contrary things are both in thee, and thou, 
pO« creature, must feel the struggling of them both ; thou 
soucely knows (or at least with certainty) wliicii is right, ow- 
ing tothy darkness, doubts, and feurs. 

Now, in this state and conJition, -how acceptable would ;i 

nUMenger be, one of a thousand, to shew unto such an one 

that which might deliver his soul from going down into the 

pi(,<uid save his life from the destroyer! Job xxxiil. 23, 24. 

For the sake of such I am drawn into a deep exercise many 

lines, by day and by night, and my cry to God is, that his 

glorious power may more and more arise to open these tIoor& 

wlueh are shut and Ibided upon many, to bring forth the 

kii nD^usnied spirits out of the prison-house, and out of the 

■A^^l|e of this spiritual Egypt, where our Lord was and is 

^^^|H|F^ spiritually ; that he may expel the clouds of dark- 

^^^Pplte wliich the fears, doubts, and questionings arise ; 

I ^Hmathe may make a clear way in all such for his Lightto 

\ break forth out of obscurity, in which Light the answer to 

tbosei&uifj and que»tiona arises. 

3j that same Spirit that lahoiu's with you, am I moved to 
sendthis forth unto youail,asa word of exhortation and coun- 
sel in the name and fear of the Lord God, by which as many 
as do rightly receive it, and make a true use and proof of it, 
shalljind help and benefit, know the mouth of the questioner 
rtopped, and the answer of peace witnessed to their immortal 
aoiils, in the I-ord's dne time. 

Consider this, Thit every good and perfeal gift comelk 
from aimoe, from i/ie Father of Lights and Spirits, who 
xrald not the death of a sinner, but rather that he should 
Cum and live j therefore hath He out of his infinite love, and 
tender mercies to the sons of men, prepared a way to draw 
nigh unto them, even while they are in their sins ; which He 
doth not but through Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the new 
cDvenant, whom He hath freely given to be a Light unto the 
(tuk world; and that He should Eniighten p«rij ant that 



eomeik into Ihe morld, John i. &, of which number thou art 
one i whoever thou art, thou art enlightened by Christ, 
though thou be yet darkness in thyself, as the Epkeaiann 
once were; yet the Light shioeth in thy darkness, or else 
there would not he two contrary natures and seeds found 
working in thee as there are ; and this Light wherewith thou 
art enlightened is the ^(/co/VesMS, John i. 4, which [life] Me 
hath given a ransom forman. 

And know this, thou that art inquiring, that. That in thee 
which doth make manifest to thee thirtffs t/iaf are re- 
proviMe, is the Light lolieTewilh Christ hath enlightened 
thee withal, as the Apostle Paul said in his Epistle to the 
Ephnniaiis, chap. v. 13, 14; and that principle which leads 
thee to do or say such things as thou art secretly reproved for 
in thine own conscience, that is the darkness, and the enemy 
of thy soul's peace, which, who walks in, doth nOl know 
whither he goeth ; for this doth minister a peace and pleasure 
tp thee, and a delight to thy carnal mind for a season ; yet the 
other, [to wit,) the Light, the reprover, hath powei* to take 
itaway from thee again, to judge thee, and to make that which 
was sweet to thee become bitter; and neither the darkness 
nor vanity of thy mind can dehver thee from this stroke. 

Now, that thou migHtest be resolved in such a state what to 
do, consider, thou that hast these atrugglings in thee, about 
the Light in thy conscience, whether it is true or no, or whe- 
ther thou shalt own it or no, and art tlunking in thyself what 
is best for thee to do ; whether to go on stoutly against it, or 
to submit to it ; I say, consider, if thou rebellest against it, 
thou canst never know whither it would lead thee ; as it was 
said of old, Job xxiv, 13, They that rebel against the Ziight 
tliey lifiom not the mays thereof; so that if thou dost take the 
course to rebel, that will but increase thy ignorance of the 
way which the Light leads in, and make it ra<jre terrible to 
thee every time it doth appear in thee, till thou comest to that 
state spoken of, Jobxxiv. 17, T}tat the darening of the day 
will he as the shadow of death ; for the more thou rebellest 
against it, the more dark thou wilt daily grow, and so the leaa 
g.ble to resolve thyself in those doubtful things that fill thy 
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mint) ; but u darkneBS increaseth in thee, so th«' power of it 
will bind thee down as a chain, and smother every good de- 
■ire in thee ; ttius by rebellion against the Light, do some 

□ lose the very sense and knowledge of it, grow past feel- 
ing, and Btrangera to it, though it be in them; tor the custom 
of sin taketh away the sense and the feeling of the burden of it. 

But to you I write that are not yet come to thia state of 
hordneas of heart, but are brought daily into a sense of the 
burden of sin ; and are ready to say. If you were but gurr 
that were the truth and may of God mkieh shetpn you 
jfour tin, you reiruld follow it, and lone if, and o^isn it. 

: are kept off by doubta and questionings. Verily I say 
ttnto you, before these doubts be resolved, you must try 
thi<, as, to your sorrow, you have tried the other, betbre you 

Q be efiectually informed ; for arguments will not do suffi- 
cifflltly in this case ; therefore try and prove what this princi- 
ple can do for you, when ye obey it, which ya know hath 
power to condemn you, and break your peace, when ye dis- 
obey it. 

Whyshould ye always be shut up in unbelief, and indoubts, 
■nd ao kept from tryifig and proviqg the Light, as well as ye 
have proved the darkness, that so ye might reap the fruit of 
it to salvation, as well as you have done the fruit of the other 
tiato condemnation ? 

Ob, dear people ! consider, ye cannot obey this Light of 
Chnst Jesus in your consciences, but by taking up a daily 
croM to your own wills, and affectiona; because it is ton- 
tmy thereunto ; and what leads to obey these, lends to 
diaobey the Light ; what leads to obey the Light, crosseth 
(he lusts and vile affections, which are at enoiity with the 
ligbt, and must by it be judged and cond^l|ed ;. and that 
which leads thee to slight it, is also an enemy to it, and isuat 
be jDdged by it ; and so as Ihe Light comes to rule over these 
,l)liag« in thee, which are enemies to it, thou wUt know that 
it will lead tfaee contrary to thy corrupt nature ; for that whicb 
i* oatunU leadeth according to nature, but that which is spiri- 
tui), leadeth according to the Spirit, which the Apostle said, 
/• ttmtrary to thefienh, and n>ar» affmn»t it . 



Thus that objection will, by thy olwying the Light, eome 
to be aniwered, far better ibao words and nrgumenta could 
have answered it ; thou wilt come to feel the sufBciency of the 
Light, if thou dost not oppose it, butgiveuptobeguidedby 
it ; and wilt know that it is able to dehver thee, when thou 
art tempted, as well as to judge thee when thou hast yielded 
to the tempter : for thou kuowest already, that it is able to 
condemn thee, when thou ainneat a^inat it : but thou canst 
not certainly know it sufficient to give peace, and to justify, 
till thou obeyest it. 

So then, the plain path-reap to the anawermg thy doubts 
about the inward principle of truth, is, by obeying it and 
yielding to it ; for tliey that do evil, grow into hatred agunst 
it, and it judgesthem ; as theyrefusetoobey the Light, sothe 
Light will refuse to justify them ; thus coming justly under 
the condemnation of it, by reason of transgression, they grow 
a&aid of it. But alas ! this doth but prove that it is sent of 
God, for it doth God's work which is righteous ; For tojvt- 
tify the wicked, and to condemn the righteous, both these 
are an abomination to the hard ; and so is it with his wit- 
ness in thy own consciencg, which God hath placed there to 
bear witness for him, concerning all thy actions, whether th^ 
he good or evil : and thou thyself, whoever thou art, whe- 
ther high or low, rich or poor, professor or profane, shalt 
confess unto this, That this liath never condemned thee, 
for that which was good, nor horn -mitness aijainst thee, 
for that thou Tpost not guUly of. 

All you, tfierefore, that have been hurried and tossed with 
doubts and questionings about the truth, come, hearken to 
the counsel of God, at this time once more sounded forth 
unto you, fro^fl^is Spirit, by a servantof his n'e'Aout you, 
and answered by the measure of his good Spirit within you, 
which hath the same voice and cry in you, for ohedienee to 
wital is mndf manifest of God in you ; obey the Light, 
and ye shall see daily more of it, till it break forth as a morn- 
ing unto you, and till it shines unto a perfect day ; yea, a 
day of gladness and rejoicing to your poor distressed souls. 

.^rise. Oh ! thou that sits sorrowing, and thou that art 



crying out in secret, because of the bonds and fetters that are 
yet upon thee ! Arise, arise, I say, in the name of the Lord 
God of Sioji, who draws nigh to thee by his quickening Spirit, 
and hearken to his voice, who aaith to the prisoner, Come 
forth : and to the bowed down, arise ; and to the feeble ones, 
put on strenffth and follow me ; I mill confound yoitrfoes, 
mi break the etrevgth of your e?iemies, as I have done 
for my people, who have forsaken all to follow me and 
oiej me, so milt I do for you .- and if ye in uprightness 
»oiS befiore me, and keep my covenant, as they have done, 
no poiter or strength of the enemy, within or without, 
thall he too hard for you. 

And irhen the Lord doth thus arise in your souls, and stir 
up his own pure witness, and his arm awakens in you, and 
bi* pure Light breaks forth; Oh! what consolation is it to 
yon, and how have many of you seen your vain doubtinga 
(Ii«pelied, and a clear conviction hath prevailed in your spirits 
wmcwning the way of God ! and at such a time you have be- 
gun to resolve to follow the Lord in his pure way of holiness, 
'bus opened unto you in the Light, though to the loss of all, 
wd to the bearing your part of the great reproach that lies 
Upon them that love him more than their lives : at such a 
time there was felt a secret joy in your souls, and the seed of 
the lungdom that hath been long buried, began to spring up 
Oyon, in which seed your aoula feksome touches of that 
Wwsiy life and joy, which exceed all things that this 
"orld could afford. 

Whenever, therefore, ye come to feet this refreshing dew 
Upon your souls, then take heed and wait singly in the sense 
of if, keep your eye to the joy tliat is now set before yoti in 
ffllrist Jesus, the Seed ; for it' you let your minds wan- 
iler, there are objects on every hand to lead you from your 
•Jul's beloved, to defile your hearts, and make you an unfit 
pWe of residence for Him who is holy and pure, and will 
Dot dwell, or take delight, in a polluted temple ; but will with- 
dnir himself, as he did from Israel of old, and their temple, 
*lten it was polluted and profened. 
For when yoiu- minds ate taken ho\A ol X)*) kq.'j o'i "i^sft 



corruptible things in tliis changeable world, there will pre- 
sently kinJIea desiring, longing, and lusting after theaijoy- 
menlof theae things, though contrarj to the will of God; 
then the reasoner and cooBulter gets up in thee and starts a 
question ; May not I enjoy the Lord and this f May not 
Ikeep4n the way of truth, and yet do thU or that thinff 
nMch my heart desireth ? jind though it be not perfect- 
ly according to the truth made manifest in me, yet I 
will liave my mill, my desire e^titfied, but this one time ; 
and that is not much, says the consulter.; and this is but 
a email matter; there be others that do greater things 
than this. 

These, and such like reasonings entering the mind, grieve 
and vex that good and righteous tender Spirit that mov- 
ed in thee, and bring a weight and oppression upon the 
pure seedin thee,and that withdraws itself again from thee, in 
which thy light did arise, and bo a night comes upon thee ; 
for where the serpent can bring any to make a question of 
obeying the truth, he is as ready to frame Jn answer, as to 
b^et a queaJaon i but his answer always comes with a liberty 
and persuasion to disobey, as it did to Dee in the beginning; 
and when transgression is finished, then death enters upon 
thee, with its dark power, and manifold sorrows pierce thy 
poor soul ; though the fruit was desirable to be eaten, yet 
now it is eaten, thou canst not partake of life too, though 
thou desirestit; but art driven, andkeptout, with a Jlarn- 
ing sword, that turns every may against thee. 

And here now is a ground laid for doubts and questionings 
of a highernature than before; for before thou doubtedst 
of the truth itself, whether it were the truth, but now, hav- 
ing tasted of it, and received a convincement of it, and 
yet let forth thy mind from it after other lovers, and thy 
ears after the voice of the adulteress, hast caused the pure 
Light to withdraw from thee, through thy rebellion. Now 
thou desirest thou mighteSt but see again what thou hast 
seen, and feel again what thou hast felt, but doubting 
and fearing that thou shalt never see, feel, or enjoy tjie likp 
again, thou wishest, that Lhad stood in the cross to my 



& will, and that I bad denied myself, that I might not 
thus have lost the sight and sense of my soul's beloved .' 

Now thou aeest, by woeful experience, whence doubts and 
fears, and sorrows do arise, even by joining with the enemy, 
who brings forth reasons agaiost obedience to the Light. 
Now, therefore, hearken to tliat which remains in thee, though 
dta-hiesB and sorro/n encomiiaas thee, yet there ia something 
remEiins which gives thee a sense of thy state and condition, 
and makes thee to know thy loss and want ; hear the voice of 
this, and it will humble thee, and bring thee into true 
brokenness of heart, and contTitedness of spirit : and as 
thou comest to know that state, ;then thou hast something 
loofierto the Lord of his own preparing, which will be fer 
moreacceptableto him than a multitude of words and perform- 
ances and duties (so ualledj; and as tbou, m true lowliness 
of mind, dost come before the Lord, and otferest up this 
ofiering, Go<! will hear in heaven and will answer the cry 
of thy poorand needy soul, wliich cannot be satisfied with- 
out his presence ; and for his seed's sake, which is not yet 
brought forth in thee, he will remember his mercies of old, 
which never tail. And because of the transgression thou 
bast gone into, when God doth again shine forth unto thee, 
and make his power known, thou must expect it will )« in 
judgment, that He may consume that in thee which led thee 
into sin, from his pure law, which is Light ; for Zion is re- 
deemed hy judgment. 

Take heed therefore lest thou be offended at his appearance ; 
take heed that thou limit not the Holy One ; for if his appear- 
ance be with more sharpness and hitlerQess to the carnal part 
Ka before, it is but just it should be so ; it it the Lord, let 
^do mhat seemeth him good ; He sees more cause now 
|Wore, by how much more thou hast sinned against his 
Ifaess : bow, therefore, to hia judgments, bear his in- 
ruttion, beeause thou haul ginned against kim. Mic. vii, 
9. And as thou yiuldest to his righteous judgments, thou 
wilt Itf OH a coming to the midst of them, in which the mer- 
ry M remembered and made manifest ; for the hasty and im- 
patient, that flee the judgment as soon as it begins a little to 
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appear in them, never And true deliverance, but get ease imo- 
ther way, which lasteth but for a moment ; but those who 
experience the work completely effected io their earthly minda, 
and the floor of their hearts thoroiighly purged, come to 
know true and lasting peace to their immortal aouls. 

And although this is not obtained by ease andlibertytotbe 
carnal mind, which must die, yet the end crowns all vho 
hold out to it; these are the saved ones, as Christ said, Mark 
xiii, 13. These experience the truth of the words of the 
Psalmist, "They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. " 
that goeth forth and weepeth, hearing precious »eed,»] 
doubtless came again rejpicing, bringing his sheaoet 
him." And witness the fulfilment of the promise of CI 
"There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, 
sister, or father, or mother, or wife, or ehUdren, 
lands for my sake, and the gospel's, but he shall rt 
an hundred fold now in this t'nne — and in the worlA't 
come, eiemallife." — Forsaking and self-denial, hasal' 
been the way to life, and to true blessedness, and oontim 
to be the way unto this day. 

All you, therefore, who have wandered in your own wbJ 
and have not yet learned to deny yourselves of what is 
trary to the witness of God in your consciences, but 
desires, still to keep and bold that which the Light in 
reproves, and yet desire life aad peace ; and thus are 
doubts and straits about these things ; to you all, this is 
counsel of the Lord, and the cry of his pure Spirit ; Come 
out of tlw Sahylonish confusion of your oron thoughts, 
and touch not that rehieh is unclean, and the Lord teiii 
receive you. And what God by his pure Spirit hath called 
unclean, let no man presume to call clean, and jom to it, 
le* he be found fighting against God, and nourishing and 
keeping alive that which God hath appointed to die, and to 
be destroyed. 

Ye cannot serve two masters, or partake of the table of the 
Lord, and the table of devils. Oh ! feed not that birth that 
hungers ai^er evil things, and delights in them; but what i*fdr 
famine, let it be famished; and what is for the sword Mi the 



tVBB-edged STOord, thatffofth out of the mouthof the faithful 
find true 0^itneas,eut it down. ^ev.i. 16,andiii. 14. And 
W tbou mayeat see the gianta in the land slain before thee, by 
one that is mighty to deliver, and to bring thee out of this 
spiritual Egypt with a high hand : but this thou eaopit not 
come to witness, but by diligently following Him ; and if thou 
»iliiiigly yieldest to his gentle drawings, when thou feelest 
rtiem in thy heart, thou wilt find thenito be effectual and pro- 

I' fibtble to thy aonl ; and the more thou followest Him, the 
naore thou wilt feel bia goodness break in upon thee for thy 
eticouragement, and the less thou nult doubt of his love and 

t »iiercy in leading thee still ferther, even unto the end, and 

I unto that rest which will satisfy thy soul. 

Lay aside, therefore, ail consultations that are against thy 

, obedience to the gift of God in thy heart, which reproves sin 

I in thee ; and give not way to vain and needless doubts about 
it, but as thou findest that thou hast been condemned and 
judged in disobeying it, now try and prove whether by tak- 
ing Up thy daily cross, and cbeying it in thy words and ac- 
tions, and in all things, thoii dost not ftnd the answer of sweet 
peace KoA Joy ; and when thou shidt find it so, then will 
there be no more room for doubts and questionings against 
thy obeying it: but as any questions or doubts do arise 
in thee, thou wilt feel the answer thereto in thyself to thy 
reft-eshing, and so thou wilt come to witness the efiectual 
operation of it daily in thy soul, to work thy change and 
translation out of thyself into its own nattire, and so thou 
wilt come not only to know the Light in thee, ffor that, 
one -may do and perieh, for this ts the condemnation that 
Light is come, and not loved, J but thou wilt know that 
thou art in the Light, and walkest there with God, and fai 
the holy fellowship, where thou feelest the Lord near thee in 
his Light, and his reward is with Him ; thus coming to walk 
and dwell in the Light, thy conversation will be in heaven, 
B9 that of the saints of old was, and like them, thou wilt 
witness thy unity to be with the Father and the Son, agree- 
ably to the declaration of John, "Truty our fellowship it 
n>ifh the Father and roxih h\x Son Jesus Ch.Twt, IS i 



12 

lay that lee haee fellomship with him and malk in dark- 
neat, (which nil iinnera do, for sin is the work of it) me lie, 
anddo not the truth. But if vee malk in the Light, as be 
it in the Light, we have felt oteahip one with another, and 
the bl^d of Jenng Christ his Son cleanseth un from all 
fin." ' 

Now those who feel this work wrought in them, are brought 
into such a knowledge of the blood of Christ, that they need 
not donbt about it, nor have they occasion to raise a ques- 
tion, where it ia, or what it is, nor what the efficacy of it is ; 
for having the work and witness of his blood in them, this re- 
solves all doubts that would arise; andthiis those also th&t 
come to know the Light in all things to be their guide, to lead 
out of darkness, gin. and imperfections, and to bring into the 
innocent and blameless conversation which becometh saints, 
and thus come to know their footsteps directed before the 
Lord, these no longer doubt and question about perfiiction ; 
for such see that which is perfect to be come, and from the 
belief which they have of attaining it. are labouring to con- 
form themselves unto that rule, and. endeavouring after it, 
so run that they may attain, and have the true hope in them, 
which they that have, are purifying themselves as He is pure, 
who is their hope ; as John said, he that hath this hope in 
him, pur\fieth himself, erien as He ie pure, that so, even 
as He mas in this present world, so the^ may he also. Here 
then the substance will come, cause the shadow to Hee, and 
answer all thy doubts and questions far beyond what argu- 
ments can do. 

As thou comeat to be faithful in the daily cross, which doth 
slay and crucify that nature in thee which hath resisted tl 
truth, and held the Seed in bondage; as that comes to 
and to be buried by baptism into Christ's death, thou 
feel the pureSeed to spring up in thee, and thou wilt be 
a partaker of the aew life, and the true resurrection which is 
Christ; and all that are in Himareintheresuirectiao, and in 
the life; for He said, lam the resurrection avd the life, 

t that believBth on me, though he were dead, yet a! 

i Uve ; and this living to God, in the a^nit of lii» Son, 
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the firat resurrection, and over them who witness it, the se- 
cond death hath no pffffer. 

As thou feeleat thy part in this teaurrection, all the doubts 
and fears of thy own condition will be answered effectually, 
which cannot otherwise be and^fered, but by that gobd Spirit 
of God that strive? with thee, which, when it prevails with 
thee, and thou becomest subject to it, then it witneaaeth for 
thee ; for that there ia a atate in which there is a danger of 
falling away, thy daily experience teacheth thee to thy sor- 
row; and besides Christ said, eperyftrffncA in me thatbt 
eih not fruit must be cut off; and the many examples in 
Scripture of them that departed from the faitj^^nd made 
shipwreck of it, and turned with the dog to the vomit, and 
the flow to the mire, sufficiently prove it ; and if thou doet 
stand, it is by faith, and thou muat take heed, so that thou 
mayest come to the crown, and seal, and assurance, and an 
establishment in the kingdom, where thou shall no more go 
out, but thou ahalt have thy soul's desire answered. 

When thou comest to know this state, and to receive this 
white atone that hath the name within, thou wilt then be, 
without doubt or fear, given up in the will of God, to do and 
to suffer all thinga according to his blessed will. And here 
is the true and perfect rest to thy aoul, whoever thou art, that 
art now labouring in the iron ftimace of thy own thoughts 
and doubts, and the more thou givest thyself up thereto, the 
darker thou art, and the fuller of doubts; for they will he- 
get and multiply one another; and the more thou rea.sonest 
against obeyingGod's witness in thy heart, the less able thou 
art to obey it ; but the little strength which God gives thee, 
thou consul test it away, then when thou wouldst be strong, 
thou becomest feeble ; and when thou wouldst in some mea- 
sure obey, thy own consultation stands in the way, and hin- 
ders thee; the more thou increasest in knowledge lu this state, 
the more thou increasest thy sorrow and condemnation ; so 
that sometunes thou art ready to wish, thou hadst never 
known so much of truth, and sometimes wiahest, tkmi 
knttreest more toncernin/f sueha point, or such a doctrine, 
or ffieh a geriptare. or such a mystery, and art apt lo 
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think, because thou art yet ignorant in some things relat 
lotrutli, therefore thou art the }»ore excusaf/le if tkm\ 
be disobedient. 

Butalae! poorsoul, consider, tbe way toknow 
be obedient to the httJe whioh thou haat received, and 
that miat and fc^ of thy own unfaithfulness will vanish 
before the eye of thy niind ; for it is that which hinders : 
things from thee, makes thee go daily with a burden 
thy shoulders, and a guilt upon thy conscience, and 
canst not, in any case of thy necessities, come befor 
Lord with an open face, but art covered still with thine own 
iniquities ; in this state thou knowest neither sabbath, new 
moon, or holy day to the Lord; but all is labour, toil, tra- 
vail, and wearisomeneas of spirit, till many even come to 
wish an end of their days, and yet fear that the end will be 
worse. 

Oh ! how my soul pities you whose state this is ; I have 
a great sympathy with your sorrows, and in bowels of tai- 
der love am 1 drawn forth to reach out a hand to help you, 
as one that hath obtained mercy to know deliverance, to wit- 
ness the way of it, and have the testimony of God in my 
heart, to testify of the coming of the Saviour, to the poor 
and needy souls, to relieve and comfort them. My soul's de- 
sire is that yonr bonds might be broken, and your souls 
might escape ; but this I say in the name of the Lord to you 
all, there is no way for your deliverance, but your giving 
up in single obedience to that faithful and true witness of 
God, which stirs and moves in you against your 
and therefore, wait thou to feel thy mind and will subject 
thereunto, that thou mayest feel thyself to be one of tl 
willing people in the day of God's power. Cease from 
reasonings against obeying the truth, and from sayii^, 
canstnot, thou wanteM power, and when Godgivesti 
grace, then thou milt obey ; for these sayings are in vain. 

For though it is true, none can obey the Lord but by his 
grace and power given unto them, yet He hath made his 
grace, even that which bringeth salvation to appear un^. 
ALLmeWj as in Titus ii. 11, and it hath appeared in thee tOq 
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whom I write, and is a reprover in thee, and thou must turn lo 
that which smites thee, then ihoutaTnesttotbeffraiiififOo^; 
forit is his^ratv that strives with tbee. to lead thee out of 
the evil that it reproves in thee, and thus out of the world 
that lies in the evil, up to God from whence the grace cometh; 
for whosoever give up to the drawings of the good Spirit of 
God, that moves in theni, and in obedience thereto, deny 
themselves of tlieir own wills, evil desires and pleasures, 
want not power, hut feel Hiiii near th«an, who works the 
willingness first, then the deed ai-cording to his pleasure j 
thusthe glory comes uloue to be his. 

Now thou knowest the mystery of the cross, and how it is 
ibeponter of God, for want of which all that reject the cross 
complain. So long therefore as thou hvest in the cross, thou 
livest in the/'("'7(^r, thy obedience is easy, and all things are 
possible to thee, through it ; and as long as thou art daily dy- 
ing to that which is corruptible, thou feelest the more life, 
-joy, and pleasure in that which is everlasting; thy desires 
grow more and more fervent after a full and i>erfect enjoy- 
laeat of it, in the pure unity of the Spirit. And those good 
desires growing stronger in thee, it becomes a lifter thing 
to thee to part with that which hinders, though it be thy bO' 
torn tiiu, thy Delilaht and tUirlinffe ; all must go for the 
love thou hast to tr»th. Such only as have this love, and 
continue in it, are counted worthy to be heirs of the kingdom 
of God. 

And therefore tltink it not strange to be brought through 
manifold trials, that thereby thou mayest be purged and pre- 
pared as a bride for the true husband, CItrht Jesug; for 
there ore many that desire acquaintance with Him, but are 
not fitted for Him ; they must be washed, and put off the 
vile raiment first, and come to know the white linen put on : 
Srhile this work is doing, what need there is of patience and 
quietness of spirit ! what need of subjection to the workings 
^ that Holy Spirit in all things ! that thou mayest not be 
setting bounds to that which must ttiait thee in all thmgs; 

Ky in thine bearl, if mj/ truth weri- but sc, iir mt/ 
tea so or so, I rimlri then If.ir l/u-m ; but rallier 



16 

submit in all things, williogly to do and suffer, to be tried 

and exercised , even as it pleaaeth the Lord to order, or auf- 

&r thee to be triul : in all his dealings say, It ig tfie Lnrd, 

let HimdoKJiatMemethHim ffitod: whosoever tbusgivea 

Lup to Him, though He wound them, gel He will heal them 

: thov^h He slay them, yet shall they live. 

Leam, therefore, patience and stillness of mind, for hj 

r laki^ig thought thou canst add nothing in this work. Re- 

|i7neml3er Israel of old, who were commanded to Stand still 

e the salvation of God in llieir greatest straita : and 

[. they were a figure unto thee. Now in the Light, read thy 

frifigure, and wait for the substance, the true Seed, that it may 

H'lning forth peace and rest to thy immortal soul, and set up 

■" righteousness in thy heart, which is what I travail after, on 

the behalf of all distressed and afflicted botUs, every where, 

to whom I am a triend and well-wisRtr, as one knowing 

their trials, straiti, doubts, and besettings. 

Through the rich love of God in Christ JesuB, I testify of 
the delivering, answering, and satisfying life, mode manifest 
and revealed in its own eternal Light, ■tehich lightetk every 
man, and in true desire that you may all know the same, in 
discharge of my duty towards God and my generation, have 
I sent tbrth this word of counsel and ejihortation, and remain 
in my rest with the Lord, being thus far clear of the blood of 
all men, whether they hear or forbear ; and though in bonds 
for the gospel's sake,* yet the Lord's freeman, waiting in 
patience and full assurance for Ziona full redemption. 

STEPHEN CRISP. 



*S. C. was a mcmbtrDt' tbe Sociely of Friend«,aDtlwrot«tbe "Plaia 
With-WBy" in (he jear Ifl&j, in Ipswich ConD,tj Jail, whfre he patiendy 
uiftcird impriiOHment iii Bupportof bis rclijciaiis principlca. — Wilh a fe«r 
ummiOTnand verbal alterationB. 
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